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The Recreation Ground was given to the  

town and its people in 1937 by the then Mar-

quess of Anglesey.   This year we should be 

celebrating  its 80th Birthday  but any celebra-

tions are tinged  with some sadness and much 

caution.  Despite being subject to a Deed of 

Gift  only about half of the original Ground is 

left,  the remainder being acquired, sold  or 

given of to  the County Council, YWCA 

(eventually private developers) and  Town 

Council.  At the time  I’m sure a good case 

was put forward to allow this (e.g. the need 

for housing for the elderly, Council Offices 

and Library.) and recompense was made, 

thanks in part to the efforts of Mr  Elwyn Gray

-Hughes, who  went on to become a Council-

lor and then  Town Mayor.  The Grounds are 

well used, especially by the Football Club, but 

Dates for your diary: 
More details  on page 3.  Lectures 
start at 7.00pm and are held in the       

Community Centre, Water Street, 
Menai Bridge,   apart from  those 
marked with ** that are after-
noon meetings starting at 2.30 

p.m. , the Garden Party and  our 

Annual Dinner.   

 
Sept 16th  SATURDAY, GAR-
DEN PARTY AT PLAS CAD-

NANT  2.00 —  5.00 P.M. 

   
Thurs.  Sept. 28th 7pm Cors 

Ddyga - creating a wetland.  Malltra-
eth Marsh, Bitterns, reeds & eels.  Ian 

Hawkins,  RSPB 

 
Thurs. Oct. 26th 7pm Griffith 

Evans,  visionary Victorian, vet and 
adventurer. Dr. Gavin Gatehouse  
 
Friday Nov. 24th **2.30pm  The 

Development of Menai Science Park, 
Gaerwen.  Ieuan Wyn Jones,  Direc-
tor Menai Science Park  
 

Friday Dec. 8th ** 2.30pm Cem-
lyn Nature Reserve: the early years.  
Dr. Jane Rees. At Plas Cadnant. 

Christmas Lunch available. 
 
Thurs. Jan 25th **2.30pm Tel-
ford's Holyhead Road:  a brief history.  

Bob  Daimond 
 

Friday Feb 16th **ANNUAL 

LUNCH.   Exploring Menai Bridge's 
Scouting History WW1 to 
WW2.  Dr. Stephen Mudge, Scout 
Leader. At Plas Cadnant 

 
Thurs. March 22nd 7pm  Cham-
ber Music of Wales - International 
aspirations in rural Wales. Peryn 

Clement Evans, Artistic Director & 
Principal Clarinettist of Ensemble  
Cymru. 

 
Thurs. April 26th 7pmAGM fol-
lowed by  'In search of Rex Whistler.'  
Peter Simpson. 

GEORGE V RECREATION GROUND  -  80 YEARS. 
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WHAT ANNOY’S YOU? 
Stray apostrophes? Asking for something in a 

shop and being told there is no demand for it . 
Loud music in films and documentaries, drown-

ing out the commentary, or indeed superfluous 

commentary  -  imagine, I  guessed all by myself 

that  if the hero walks down an unlit, dingy, 

street (why, the fool?)  it isn’t going to end 

well.  I don’t need  an orchestra  too* 
Re-arranging all the groceries in the store, 

again.    Smaller bars of chocolate?  People who 

rattle sweet papers  in Concerts. Improved (?) 

Planning  regulations.  Changing regular dates 

and times of meetings! Annual Dinner at lunch 

time? 
Well the last two are us, so apologies and ex-

planations in advance.  Our regular  monthly 

Friday night slot  in the War Memorial Com-

munity Centre is changing, to Thursday (as 

another Club are booking every Friday), and 

will start a little earlier at 7.00p.m., unless of 

course it’s in the afternoon! 

Our December Meeting  is at Plas Cadnant  

and will include a Lunch.   Our Annual Dinner 

in February also becomes a Lunch  at Plas Cad-

nant (book early to avoid disappointment, as 

they say)!   We’ll try these changes and see  

what happens and if members prefer them. 

 
Please check your Programme  carefully.  

Didn’t really need to say that did I, you 

guessed? 

 

they  are a facility, a play area, a ’green space’  

and asset for the whole Town.   
(Continued on page 4 and  for the Football 
Club in Memories Volume 12.  Many thanks to  
Mr  Ieuan Williams  for the photographs, cop-
ies of   these have been passed on to the Club 

and family of some of the team.) 

 
* I’ll exclude from this the music from ‘The 

Third Man’  and the start of the  John Mills/

Alec Guinness version of Great Expectations, 

and come to think of it  Jaws.....it’s all film mu-

sic.  You can have  fun  listening to the back-

ground music  for TV programmes  where 

time and money  for preparation are shorter. 

Anything well known and ‘classical’ is  used  to 

add emphasis and mood, even if fleetingly.  The 

‘News’ doesn’t play music at us but then they 

play with fancy graphics and models.   Perish 

the thought  we could just plain understand!  

Do you want  music and sound effects for the 

lecture series? 
Which brings me to John Henry Dew, (1860-

1924)  a local musician/singer of great talent. 

At the bottom of Ffordd yr Allt/Hill Street a 

small lane leads off and runs behind the High 

Street.  This is Dew Street; incorrectly named 

Ffordd y Gwlith for a short time.  Mr Dew 

lived in 12 High Street.  He was a renowned  

singer  -  “Y Basso Cymreig enwog o Gyng-

herddau  y Queen’s Hall a Crystal Palace”. In 

December 1893 he sang in a fund raising con-

cert in Penrhyn Hall for the Tabernacle  

Chapel Building Fund, and, as reported in the 

North Wales Chronicle,  did exceedingly well  

considering the ‘uproar prevailing all through 

the evening’.  Which makes my grumble about 

people who cough rather tame.  What were 

they doing? 

 

The ‘Tigers’ 1929-30 



CIVIC TRUSTS  and  NATIONAL NEWS 
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conservation and the Principle is a consideration in all deci-

sions.  This is not the case.  The Principle and its form in 

statute are limited to only a very narrow set of circum-

stances which rarely arise.”   

 

Hmm!   The actual  Sandford Principle states  where 

irreconcilable conflicts exist between conservation and 

public enjoyment, then conservation interest should take 

priority.  This principle was updated in the 1995 Environ-

ment Act, to say; 
 

"If it appears that there is a conflict between those pur-

poses, [the National Park Authority] shall attach greater 

weight to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the 

natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area" 

In other words: If there is a conflict between protecting 

the environment and people enjoying the environment, 

that can't be resolved by management, then protecting the 

environment is more important.”  

(continued on page 4) 

 

RECENT  PROGRAMME NOTES,  May 23rd  Visit  to Anglesey Archive. 
Hayden Burns, Archivist,  showed us round the ‘state-of-

the-art’  Archive - temperature, humidity controlled, fil-

tered air, with a view to conserving original documents 

and photos for at least 100 years.  It holds the official pa-

pers of the Council as well as local  Estate records, and 

private collections  and the original papers  for Beaumaris 

G r a m m a r 

School,  and 

a copy of 

the Act of 

Par l iament 

to establish 

the road to 

Beaumar i s 

in 1828, 

funded by 

the Bulke-

leys. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
28th April  Friday   The Meeting  was well at-

tended and received the Minutes of the last Meeting,  

Chair’s, Secretary’s, Social Secretary’s  and Treasurer’s  

reports showing a busy year  and healthy accounts.  All 

the Committee were thanked for their efforts on our 

behalf, with especial thanks to Bob Daimond and Janet 

Potter who were not standing for election this year due 

to the pressure of other commitments as is Glyn Davies.   

New  nominations were Eleanor Dyson, Norman Kneale 

and John Perkins who were elected to the Committee 

together with  the remaining previous  officers/members. 
The loss of Civic Trust Cymru , protests against the 

Zorb Development,  work with Ysgol y Bont,  Edward 1 

Castles and Town Walls consultation,  and our own 

Garden Party  have made for a very full year. 
Our Meeting  was slightly longer than usual this year.  
After the business  of the meeting    Town Councillor 

Richard Barker gave an update on what is happening 

with the Market Hall and Library sites and answered 

members questions.   The Town  and County Councils 

are getting together to discuss the potential for develop-

ment , with the 

site owners, R.L 

Davies, and 

c o n s u l t a n t s 

ION.  (also see 

Apr i l  2017 

Newsletter)  -  

continued on 

page 4,  Plan-

n i n g  a n d 

George V Field. 
The  AGM con-

cluded with  a pres-

entation by Anthony 

about the history of 

Plas Cadnant and  

recent restoration work. 

 

International status of Welsh  National 

Parks and AONBs threatened  - by  Gov-

ernment Planning Review.   
 

The current Welsh Government consultation, ‘Taking 

Forward Wales, Sustainable Management of Natural Re-

sources’, includes a section on Designated Landscapes. 

This is based on the Ellis-Thomas report ‘Future Land-

scapes: Delivering for Wales’ (May 2017). 
The Elis-Thomas report was widely criticised for its failure 

to adequately consider the recommendations of the ear-

lier Marsden Report ‘Review of Designated Landscapes in  

Wales’ (Oct. 2015); in particular failing to confirm the 

Sandford Principle, giving priority to the Conservation 

Purpose in both National Parks and AONBs.   
The latest Consultation Document  issued  on 21st June 

2017 goes further and on page 30 states,  
“This (Sandford) Principle is often misunderstood as 

meaning  National Parks have a primary  purpose for  

The start of the  herbaceous  
Border and Yew Trees 

planted 

Llangefi Archive Office— members examine a mid 

19th Century large scale map of Menai Bridge. 

Photo: Liz Moyle 

June 28th St. Cybi's Church, Holyhead.   

This venerable church has withstood the attentions of visit-

ing Vikings,  Henry IV’s troops  and Cromwell’s army using 

it as a stable.  It has a commanding position over the port 

and town,  beautiful  stonework from many periods and 

stunning William Morris stained glass windows. I wonder 

how many of the  

visitors from the  

huge liners that 

dock alongside 

manage to see it?  

Freezing cold wind 

when we went even 

if it was nearly mid-

summer’s day!  Photo N Kneale 

Photo Liz Moyle 
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Thurs. Oct. 26th 7pm Griffith Evans,  visionary Victo-

rian, vet and adventurer.  Dr. Gavin Gatehouse  

** Friday Nov. 24th 2.30pm  The Development of 

Menai Science Park, Gaerwen.   Ieuan Wyn Jones,     

Director Menai Science Park 

**Friday Dec. 8th   2.30 pm Cemlyn Nature Reserve: 

the early years.  Dr. Jane Rees   

(Please note Christmas Lunch beforehand at Plas Cadnant.  

See Booking Form — limited numbers available for Lunch, 

so book early!  See note about transport. 

 

**Thurs. Jan 25th 2.30pm Telford's Holyhead Road:  

a brief history.   Bob  Daimond 

 

**Friday Feb 16th    ANNUAL  LUNCH  

Dr. Stephen Mudge, Explorer Scout Leader 

Exploring Menai Bridge's Scouting History WW1 to WW2  

A full Buffet Lunch  - details and booking form to be in-

cluded in the January Newsletter. 

     

Thurs. March 22nd 7pm  Chamber Music of Wales - 

International aspirations in rural Wales. Peryn Clement Ev-

ans, Artistic Director & Principal Clarinettist of Ensemble  

Cymru. 

 

Thurs. April 26th 7pm AGM followed by  'In search of 

Rex Whistler.'  Peter Simpson. 

 

Jane  Cherrett 

 

FUTURE EVENTS  
Lectures held monthly at in the lounge of the War 

Memorial Community Centre, Water Street, 

Menai Bridge,  at 7.00pm apart from  those marked 

with ** that are afternoon meetings starting at 2.30 

p.m. , the Garden Party and  our Annual Lunch.  If 

any member would like help with transport to get  to 

meetings please let Jane know .  We will try and put you in 

touch with someone who can give you a lift.  

 
** Sept 16th  SATURDAY, GARDEN PARTY AT 

PLAS CADNANT  2.00 —  5.00 P.M.  Tickets £5 in 

advance or £7.50 on the day. Menai Bridge Town Band, 

Flower Arranging by Florabundance, Wildlife Sketches,  

Anglesey Beekeepers Association, and much more. Tickets 

from John Hughes Menai Bridge, Awen Menai, Slates Gro-

cery or Plas Cadnant.  
If members would like to help out during  the afternoon  

they would be very welcome,  even if just for a short time 

it would allow someone to have a break.  Let Jane know if 

you’re free (see phone numbers on page 4). 
Children are welcome but must be accompanied by an 

adult.   Please note that some of the garden areas are not 

suitable for less able visitors due to steeper inclines and 

gravel paths. These areas are definitely not suitable for 

wheelchairs or mobility scooters.  

Thurs.  Sept. 28th 7pm   Cors Ddyga - creating a wet-

land.  Malltraeth Marsh, Bitterns, reeds & eels.                

Ian Hawkins,  RSPB. 

  

 

On the 14th July  2017 HRH The Prince of Wales visited 

the Hidden Gardens at Plas Cadnant,  as part of his visit to 

North Wales.  He was shown round them, and the resto-

ration work,  following the 2015 flood, by  Anthony Taver-

nor our President.   After his guided tour of the Gardens   

 

 

Anthony kindly invited  some 

of those  closely concerned 

with the Gardens and Societies  

he’s involved with to meet the 

Prince.   Bob Daimond,  Jane 

Cherrett,  Eleanor Dyson, 

Bridget Geoghegan , Liz Moyle,  

Maureen Parry-Williams,  John 

Perkins, Janet Potter  and Iola 

Prytherch represented Menai 

Bridge and District Civic Soci-

ety.  We  briefly discussed our 

last Newsletter , featuring the 

Market Hall Site,  and the edi-

tion of Memories about Menai 

Bridge Railway Station and  

presented him with a signed 

copy of  ‘Welsh Light’,  

Glyn Davies’ book of  

‘landscape, light’ and photogra-

phy’  of some of the beautiful  

uplands  and coastal areas of 

Wales.   The weather was kind,  the cake was delicious, 

the Gardens  looked at their best  and the Prince stayed  

an hour longer than planned.  

A lovely afternoon  but quite surreal;  did we really talk 

about the derelict Market Hall? 

Royal Tea at Plas Cadnant 



COMMITTEE 

Anthony Tavernor Esq.           

Llywydd/ President  
 

Liz Moyle   

  Cadeirydd/Chair  

   Golygydd Cylchlythyr/News-                        

letter Editor  
  

Maureen Parry-Williams   

  Ysgrifennydd/Secretary  
    

Jane Cherrett    

  Ysgifennydd Cymdeithasol/   

  Social Secretary  
 

Renata Hufton 

  Trysorydd/Treasurer  
   

Iola Prytherch   

  Deputy Treasurer/Trysorydd 

Cynorthwyol 
 

Norman Kneale   

  Photos/Ffotograffau 

 
Eleanor Dyson 

Bridget Geoghegan 

Marian Hirst 

John Perkins 
 

 

 

 

CONTACT LIST  

Newsletter contributions  - 

  Maureen Parry Williams   

  Tel.   01248 440668   
 

Booking activities  for events     

and outings  -  

  Jane Cherrett    

  Tel 01248 713440 
 

County Councillors  :   

Alun Mummery,  Meirion Jones 

and Jim Evans                        
 

Town Council  :   

Canolfan Tysilio, Menai Bridge 
 

For all correspondence please 

contact the Secretary,  

Mrs Maureen Parry-Williams,   

Tyn y Coed, Newborough,  

LL61  6PY 
 

 

Mynedfa Ynys Môn 

See our Website at  

www.menaibridge 

civicsociety.org.uk 
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July 13thTreborth Botanic Garden.   
Shaun Russell welcomed our group and a led a 

tour of the newly laid out Chinese garden. We 

then saw orchids, cacti and insectivorous plants 

in the green houses - many fine specimens all 

round.  The afternoon ended with a short talk 

on the history of the garden followed by tea and 

cake. A delightful visit.    

Photo  Kneale 

SUMMER OUTINGS AND EVENTS (continued from  page 2)  

Welsh  National Parks and 

AONBs threatened (continued 

from page 2) You may respond and 

give  your views about this interpretation, 

and other issues, directly  to the consulta-

tion on-line  using the Welsh Govern-

ment’s  form or write in to : 
Natural Resources Management Team 

Welsh Government.  Pillar J08, 

East Wing,  CF10 3NQ  
 

You could answer the 20 page ‘response 

form’  if you wish or you may decide that  

the comment by the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) helps 

you express your feelings.  
The Royal Town Planning Institute  has  

quoted the views  of the  IUCN World 

Commission on Protected Areas (UK As-

sessment Panel),  in its  ‘Planning’ magazine  

of 3rd August 2017.    
See /www.theplanner.co.uk/news/

international-status-of-wales’s-national-

parks-and-aonbs-under-threat 

Basically the Panel said, the Future Land-

scapes Report,   
“.. Conspicuously fails to endorse the core 

recommendations from  Marsden about 

the primacy of conservation, and sets out a 

questionable view of these designated ar-

eas as ‘catalysts for regional development’.  

If acted upon, the recommendations in the 

Future Landscapes report would make it 

impossible for the panel to accord interna-

tional recognition to Wales’s national 

parks and AONBs as protected areas”. 
The Panel stressed: “If Wales desires to 

maintain and strengthen the international 

recognition currently accorded to these 

areas, then we suggest that the Welsh 

Government base future policy towards 

national Parks and AONBS on the recom-

mendations developed in the Marsden Re-

port”. 
Does it matter?  Yes!  If the ‘primacy of 

conservation’ was  undermined what do 

you think would happen to our AONB 

Coastline and National Parks.   Remember 

the Zorb Application? 

PLANNING 

George V Field and Planning 

(continued from page 1 and 2) 
A meeting, in Llangefni in March, with some 

‘stakeholders’ had emphasised the need to 

remove this blight  i.e. derelict Chapel from 

the town centre.   A follow-on meeting to 

be held in May did not take place  and no 

notice  of a future meeting has been re-

ceived, but  the developer’s notes  of pro-

posals were circulated.  One of the easiest 

proposals is to demolish the Chapel, tidy up 

the site, use it as a car park and see what 

the future brings.  In view of all that is hap-

pening in Menai Bridge at present—

probably the best solution.  The town’s 

changing  but let’s hope our respective 

Councils  have the good sense not to 

change  the dynamics of a small town of 

independent shops, with a ‘conservation 

area appeal’, into a clone of  ‘Anywhere  

High Street’ with  national chain shops.  

Promote Menai Bridge as a ‘foodie town’ 

if you will, move the  farmers’ market into 

the centre of town and make our own 

locally grown produce more accessible? 
Out of town National chain stores have 

their place, but their effect on Bangor and 

Holyhead High Streets has been devastat-

ing - boarded up shops, charity shops, 

charity shops having sales for goodness 

sake, International and national chains 

unaware  of the needs  and aspirations of 

the people they supposedly serve.   
Do you want  a ‘Town Hub and Library’ 

and/or  a 60 bed hotel there  and where 

would the parking be for all this develop-

ment?   If this was T.V.  there would now 

be a roll of drums;  the curtains would 

open and  guess which  open green space 

you can see?  


