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Dates for your diary: 
More details  on page 3.  Lec-

tures are held in the       Community 

Centre, Water Street, Menai Bridge,    

 
Sept 15th  SATURDAY, GAR-

DEN PARTY AT PLAS 

CADNANT  2.00 —  5.00 P.M. 
Sept. 27th  Thursday  7.30pm   

Holyhead Port    Mr. Kevin Riley, 

Harbour Master How it all works. 

 
Oct. 25th   Thursday  7.15pm   

Special General Meeting  to 

consider and vote on Limited Com-

pany status for the Society,  followed 

by, at 7.30 p.m  Zip World – ‘The 

Company going down hill fast’.   Mr. 

Sean Taylor, chief executive  Zip 

World, Bethesda.  . 

 
Nov. 22nd   Thursday  2.30pm  

The story of the sailing ship 

Norman Court.   Mr. Peter Day 

 
Dec. 13th    Thursday  2.30pm   

the story of Gwrych Castle, 

Abergele -  past history and current 

renovation.  Dr. Mark Baker, Chair-

person Gwyrch Trust 

 

2019 lectures 
Jan  24th   Thursday 2.30pm  

University of Wales Bangor, 

Estates Director, Mr. Derwyn Ow-

en.   

   
Feb. 21st    Thursday  2.30pm  

The Confucius Institute in Ban-

gor.  Dr. David Joyner, Institute 

Director at Bangor University 

 
March   Date to be determined.   

Possible Annual Lunch at Plas 

Cadnant      

April 25th     Thursday  7.30pm  

AGM to be arranged. 
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POSTCARDS HOME.  The 

family of some of the soldiers in  the 

postcard  have very kindly let  us 

include it here.  Simple messages 

meant to re-assure,  now  it  just 

emphasizes  how young  some of the 

soldiers were.  Menai Bridge  sent  

200 of its sons to  war and they 

served in all  theatres of the con-

flict— from Mesopotamia to  Flan-

ders, Egypt, Jutland and Gallipoli in 

August 1915.  They are remembered 

on the Roll of Honour  placed in the 

War Memorial Community Centre,  

and the Centre itself, and on the 

War Memorial on Church Island.  The War Memorial  was dedicated in 1921 by one of their 

commanding Officers The memorial was unveiled in 1921 by Lieutenant General Sir Philip 

Chetwode  and financed by public subscription.  £1500 was raised by street to street collec-

tion,  with a major contribution being made by the Davies Family of Treborth.  Many  Menai 

Bridge families suffered loss but for the Davies Family the loss was grievous.   The  extract 

from the description of the funeral of Mrs  M. Davies,  in March 1918 records this most poign-

antly: 

From the North Wales Chronicle of  18th March 1918 ( with kind permis-
sion of Anglesey Archives ) 
“We regret to announce the death, which took place last Friday evening, of Mrs Davies, Tre-
borth Hall, Bangor, widow of the late Mr Richard Davies, formerly Lord-Lieutenant and Mem-
ber of Parliament for Anglesey. Mrs Davies, who was eighty-two years of age, enjoyed robust 
health until a comparatively recent period…...  Mrs Davies was untouched by sorrow until 
quite recently, when she was overwhelmed by the loss of two of her beloved sons and two 
grandsons. .……         Always a strong supporter of the Khassia Mission in India, lately she 
was more especially interested the welfare of the Khassis from the hills of the Welsh Mission 
( N,E. India) now at work in a Labour Battalion at the front in France. “    (See page 4) 
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Why change the Constitution? 
Our Constitution has not changed since the Society was 

first set up in the 1970s.   But  in the past 40 or so years 

the laws relating to charities have changed.    The responsi-

bilities   placed on Societies and their members  has be-

come more evident. We need to reflect this  and incorpo-

rate some  legal and  regulatory changes  The new Consti-

tution  (Articles of Association) follows current best prac-

tice as advised by the Charity Commission and Companies 

House.    

So what would change? 
Our name wouldn’t change but we would become a 
‘Company Limited by Guarantee’.    This would give us the 
legal authority to own property in our own name or enter 
into legal agreements.  Property could mean photos, books,  

or buildings.    (continued  on page 3)   Liz Moyle 

RECENT  PROGRAMME NOTES, SUMMER OUTINGS AND EVENTS  
Wednesday June 6th , Natural Building Centre, Plas 

Tirion,  Llanrwst.   The owners Ned and Sophie Sharer 

are conservators of historic buildings, carrying out repairs 

and sustainable construction work.   Ned has worked in 

Westminster Abbey and the British Museum.  Sophie is an 

artist and potter and  we visited her studio gallery.  Fasci-

nating to hear about the range of work carried out.  Next 

on the list maybe  work at St Gredifael’s in Penmynydd. 

The tomb of  Goronwy ap Tudur Hen, the great uncle of 

Henry VII,  of the House of Tudor alongside his wife My-

fanwy Fychan,  is deteriorating. His tomb was not original-

ly installed at St Gredifael's Church.  However, it was 

moved there from Llanfaes Friary following the  Dissolu-

tion of the Monasteries by  Henry VIII.     
We then visited Ffin y Parc, gallery almost next door to 

Plas Tirion . Exhibition of Colin See-Paynton (engraver 

and print maker) and Carl Chapple;   and an excellent 

lunch.   Returning home via the Bodnant Welsh Food 

Centre  and some  by Bodnant Gardens  to complete a 

great day out  on one of the first  really hot days of the 

Summer. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
26th April 2018  The Meeting  was well attended 

with approximately 40 members and two guests present. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were approved. 

Officers’ reported on  a busy year which included con-

sideration and objection to Planning Applications where 

appropriate, organising and running the Garden Party, 

donations to Menai Bridge Town Band and Ysgol y 

Borth, and especially reviewing our Constitution,  with 

the recommendation that we become a Compa-

ny Limited by Guarantee (this will be discussed fully 

later in the year). The Accounts were presented by Re-

nata our Treasurer and accepted.  It was noted that the 

Society has healthy reserves but that  expenses, such as 

insurance  have increased our annual costs.  
As our subscriptions have not been increased for many 

years a suggestion from the floor that they be increased 

to £10 p.a.   from April 2019. met with agreement, with 

only 2 dissenting votes,   Subscription rates are generally 

set by the  Committee but it 

would be remiss of the Commit-

tee to ignore the wishes of its 

members! Even at the increased 

rate membership would only cost 

80p per month.   Jane Cherrett’s  

‘Programme of Events  is varied, 

interesting and  a much appreciat-

ed part of this.  All the Commit-

tee were thanked for their efforts 

on our behalf. 
Our President Anthony Tavernor 

presided over the election of Of-

ficers and Committee for the 

next year.  There were no new 

nominees and it was proposed 

that the current Committee stand 

again, they were willing, and this 

was agreed by the Meeting.   
The  AGM concluded with  an 

excellent  presentation by Peter Simpson.  'In search of 

Rex Whistler.'   
 

 

Limited Company Status for the Civic So-

ciety. 
Changes to our Constitution 
 Like all charities, large or small ones like ourselves, the 

Menai Bridge and District Civic Society has a written con-

stitution  which sets out what the charity is for and how 

the charity runs itself.   The constitution needs to be up-

dated from time to time to make sure it helps us deliver 

our vision or objectives.  In the Special AGM to be held in 

October  we will be asking members to vote for an updat-

ed constitution and  Society.   

  
This note explains  how the new  Constitution and Socie-

ty  are different and explains why we want to make these 

changes. 

Members  at Plas Tirion  - looking at the work being carried 

out to restore the 12thC brewery building.  Photo L Moyle 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goronwy_ap_Tudur_Hen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VII_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myfanwy_Fychan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myfanwy_Fychan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Llanfaes_Friary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Monasteries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Monasteries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VIII_of_England
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September  27th 7.30pm   Holyhead Port    Mr. Kevin 

Riley, Harbour Master, ‘Holyhead Port – Past Present 

and Future’.  a port dealing with tugs, pilots, freight, ferry 

movements, cruise ships and Brexit!!!’ 

October 25th   7.15pm Special General Meeting  to 

consider and vote on Limited Company status for the Socie-

ty,  followed by  at 7.30 p.m.  Zip World – ‘The Compa-

ny going down hill fast’.   Mr. Sean Taylor, chief execu-

tive  Zip World, Bethesda.  260,000 visitors since it opened 

in 2013.  Many more now and more zips. 

November 22nd  2.30pm  The story of the sailing ship 

Norman Court.   Mr. Peter Day 

December 13th  2.30pm  Gwrych Castle, Abergele -  

past history and current renovation.  Dr. Mark Baker, 

Chairperson Gwyrch Trust.   

January  24th  2019 2.30pm  University of Wales 

Bangor, Estates Director, Mr. Derwyn Owen.     

February 21st  2.30pm  The Confucius Institute in 

Bangor.  Dr. David Joyner,  former Institute Director at 

Bangor University 

March   Date to be determined.   Annual Lunch 

at Plas Cadnant     . 

April 25th   7.30pm  AGM to be arranged. 

Jane  Cherrett 

FUTURE EVENTS  

Meetings are on Thursdays at 2.30pm during November,  

December and January,  February, and March.  The Septem-

ber  and   October  2018 and April 2019 meetings are at 

7.30pm.  The venue is the Community Centre, Water 

Street. Menai Bridge.  Note the Garden Party details. 
If any member would like help with transport to get  to 

meetings please let Jane know .  We will try and put you in 

touch with someone who can give you a lift.  

 
** Sept 15th  SATURDAY, GARDEN PARTY AT 

PLAS CADNANT  2.00 —  5.00 P.M.   
Tickets £5 in advance or £7.50 on the day. Menai Bridge 

Town Band, Wildlife Sketches,  North Wales Saxophone 

Choir,  Callaghan Creative wood sculptures,  Spring Bulbs,  

Gwynedd Woodturners and much more. Tickets from John 

Hughes Menai Bridge, Awen Menai, Slates Grocery or Plas 

Cadnant.  ALSO available on-line from  Ticketsource   at 
 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/menai-bridge-and-

district-civic-society 
 

If members would like to help out during  the afternoon  

they would be very welcome,  even if just for a short time it 

would allow someone to have a break.  Let Jane know if 

you’re free (see phone numbers on page 4).  Children are 

welcome but must be accompanied by an adult.   Please note 

that some of the garden areas are not suitable for less able 

visitors due to steep inclines and gravel paths.  
These areas are definitely not suitable for wheelchairs or 

mobility scooters.  

 

 

So what would change? Continued from 

page 2 
The liability members would be limited to £1.  Presently   

the  Committee  and all individual members are liable for 

debts of the Society should they arise.  
The area we are most interested in remains Menai Bridge 

and District  but could be expanded to include  elsewhere 

in Wales  e.g.  concern about pylons across Anglesey and 

Gwynedd not just the Straits section. 
We would continue to promote or assist other   charita-

ble activities in Menai Bridge but would now be able to 

make a payment for charitable purposes, should the AGM 

agree. 
We would have the right to expel someone from  mem-

bership, should the AGM agree e.g. if someone was rude or 

abusive. 
We would encourage ‘Corporate’ members and as before 

junior members (under 16 years) would have free  mem-

bership. 
To implement this we need to ask you - do you agree to  

this change?    We would do this formally by asking you to 

vote on a resolution at a Special General Meeting to 

be held on 25th  October 2018.   
We  will provide time for discussion of this  in the Septem-

ber Meeting  and Committee Members will also be present 

at the Garden Party to answer any queries.   

 

Full printed copies of the existing Constitution and the 

proposed new Constitution will be available then or from  

The Secretary of Chair. 

 
The resolution asks that the present  Society  to merge 

with the new Society, the full name of which is, Menai 

Bridge and District Civic Society  Cymdeithas 

Ddinesig Bro Porthaethwy and adopt its Articles  of 

Association or Rules.  
Answers to some queries you may have are given below 

but do  e-mail, phone or write in if you have more. 
Question  -  will Menai Bridge and District Civic Society, 

as I know it,  disappear? 
Answer     -  No,  we value it too much,  but it will have 

a ‘new coat’. 
Question.  I have a standing order to pay my subscrip-

tion; do I have to change it? 
Answer  -  No,  but in the future if subscription rates 

change you will 
Question.  I would like to help the Society but don’t 

want to be on a Committee, could I do this? 
Answer  -  Yes,  put your proposal to the Committee 

and if they agree they will leave you to get on with it.  

 

A FORMAL NOTICE  OF THE SGM IS  

ENCLOSED. 



COMMITTEE 

Anthony Tavernor Esq.           

Llywydd/ President  
 

Liz Moyle   

  Cadeirydd/Chair  

   Golygydd Cylchlythyr/News-                        

letter Editor  
  

Maureen Parry-Williams   

  Ysgrifennydd/Secretary  
    

Jane Cherrett    

  Ysgifennydd Cymdeithasol/   

  Social Secretary  
 

Renata Hufton 

  Trysorydd/Treasurer  
   

Iola Prytherch   

  Deputy Treasurer/Trysorydd 

Cynorthwyol 
 

Norman Kneale   

  Photos/Ffotograffau 

 
Eleanor Dyson 

Bridget Geoghegan 

Marian Hirst 

John Perkins 
 

 

 

 

CONTACT LIST  

Newsletter contributions  - 

  Maureen Parry Williams   

  Tel.   01248 440668   
 

Booking activities  for events     

and outings  -  

  Jane Cherrett    

  Tel 01248 713440 
 

County Councillors  :   

Alun Mummery,  Meirion 

Jones,  Robin Williams 
 

Town Council  :   

Canolfan  Coed Cyrnol,  

Menai Bridge 
 

For all correspondence please 

contact the Secretary,  

Mrs Maureen Parry-Williams,   

Tyn y Coed, Newborough,  

LL61  6PY 

 

Mynedfa Ynys Môn 

See our Website at  
www.menaibridge 
civicsociety.org.uk 
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SUMMER OUTINGS AND EVENTS (continued from  page 2)  

Continued from Page 1. 
One son died, following service in the Bo-

er War,  in 1913  and the other at Gallipoli  

two days after arrival in August 1915.  His 

batman, Jack Leavett, from Menai Bridge 

died too, together with 4 others from the 

town. Later two of her grandsons, Ken-

neth and Leonard Habershon were killed 

at Ypres and Mametz Wood  in 1916.   
As a tribute to those who died Bridget 

Geoghegan  has researched the details of 

those who are mentioned on the War 

Memorial and also on family graves on 

Church Island.   St Mary’s Church,  the 

Friends of Church Island and the Telford 

Centre  have copies which may be viewed. 

 
The eulogy for Mrs Davies, in the North 

Wales Chronicle notes her work for local 

charities  and organisations, many closely 

linked to the Welsh Calvinist Methodists.  

(She was the   only child of the late Rev. 

Henry Rees, well described as "the great-

est preacher of his, generation in the 

Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Con-nexion”.  

He died at Benarth, near Conway, 18 Feb. 

1869 , and was buried at Llantysilio. For 

many years  the Davies Family  supported 

the  Calvinistic Methodists through-out 

North Wales and especially their mission-

ary  effort in  Khassia, near the border 

with Myanmar (Burma) and N.E. India.   

The missionaries from the Methodists,  

local missionaries and other religious 

groups were incredibly successful at con-

verting the people of Khassia to Method-

ism/Christianity.   

Even in the middle of  her loss Mrs. Davies 

had concern for the men of the Khassia 

Labour Battalion, many of their converts,  

from North East India.  These  Khassia 

volunteers  served on the Western Front, 

complete with a missionary to act as 

translator.   About 80 died/were killed and 

there is a memorial to them in the middle 

of Shillong., NE India.  One of the  Meth-

odist Churches in the area was built with 

money from a South Wales  congregation 

as a tribute to the men from South Wales  

who died in WW1.   
Some 87,000 Indian servicemen  died in  

WW1 fighting in Afghanistan, Egypt, East 

Africa and the Western Front.  
The Khassias  who fought for the ‘Raj’   

have mostly been forgotten and indeed 

the work of the Welsh missionaries is  

little mentioned but  the last Methodists 

only left India in the 1960s.  They left  a 

thriving  Methodist  community, testament  

to the  Methodist belief in education,  self 

government and form of worship.  (The 

Presbyterian Church of India is one of the 

mainline Protestant Churches in India, 

with over one million adherents, mostly in 

Northeast India. It is one of the largest 

Christian denominations in that region.  

 
More details about the missionaries are 

given in the ‘Memories’ section  where we 

look at the work of Helen Rowlands,  

born in Menai Bridge and a former pupil of 

David Hughes School  and her experiences 

in WW1 and in Khassia.  The street off St 

George's Road/Ffordd Cynan  is named 

after her -  Bro Helen Rowlands. 

 

POSTCARDS HOME 

August 21st   Pensychnant Conserva-

tion Centre,  top of Sychnant Pass.   An-

other  wonderful sunny afternoon explor-

ing the gardens, estate and unique  

‘gingerbread’ house  complete with Art 

Photos: Margaret 

Walton 

Exhibition, tea and 

bara brith.  View down 

the valley and across 

to Anglesey stunning. 


