N EW S L ETT E R
Cymdeithas Ddinesig Bro Porthaethwy
Menai Bridge and District Civic Society
Dates for your diary: More details on page 3. Lectures are held
in the
Community Centre, Water Street, Menai Bridge,
Sept 14th SATURDAY, GARDEN PARTY AT PLAS
CADNANT 2.00 — 5.00 P.M.

Lecture
Programme
th

Sept. 24 Tuesday at 7.30pm
Bangor Pier, Past & Present
and Future.?
Mr. Peter Brindley
Oct. 22nd Tuesday at 7.30pm
The Jews of Bangor.
Prof. N. Abrams, UW Bangor
Nov. 26th Tuesday at 2.30pm
about Fron-Goch, Nr. Bala. Whisky, War, Revolution and
Betrayal. Mr. Paul Dicken
Dec. 10th Tuesday at 2.30pm
RSPB Conwy - How we give nature
a home Mr. Julian Hughes
Jan. 28th Tuesday at 2.30pm
‘Tiny café - big reputation! &
more’. Mr. Terry Thomas & June
Lavelle
Feb. 25th Tuesday at 2.30pm
‘Carrots to Cappuccinos’. Mr.
Justin Williams, Managing Director
Fron Goch Garden Centre
March 13th Friday ANNUAL
LUNCH
Venue to be arranged. Guest speakers, Medwyn Williams MBE and
Gwenda Williams
April 28th Tuesday at 7.30pm
The Dark Island ! C. Williams
May 12th Tuesday at 7.30pm
Annual General Meeting .
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The wharves and quay at the Cadnant inlet
At our Garden Party each year we try to were used by Porthescob (ferry, linking
focus on local history and both provide Bangor with Anglesey. The rights to the
and ask for information. This year we are Porthesgob ferry were held by the bishop of
looking into mills, prompted by the fact Bangor. Its earliest reference is found in the
that the Gwynedd Guild of Weavers, Spin- Sheriff’s accounts dating to 1292 and was
ners and Dyers have kindly agreed to likely in use for some considerable time
before.
attend and demonstrate their crafts.
Menai Bridge and particularly the
Cadnant Valley was the centre of the
woollen industry locally, powered by the
river, weir and a mill race. Cadnant
area, close to the sea had a smithy,
shop, factories for wool production and
school writing slates linked to wharves
to import/export the raw material and
goods. Higher up the valley, towards
Llandegfan Church was Cadnant corn
mill dating back to the mid 14th C, Photo: N Kneale. Church Island shore and weirs
controlled by the Bishop of Bangor.
itself was active at least
There was also a ‘Pandy’ nearby (fulling mill The factory/mill
for finishing cloth), neither unfortunately until the start of WW1 when wool was
still in existence. The remains of the corn commandeered to produce Army uniforms.
windmill in Llandegfan are still visible It was later used for storage of furniture (by
Tom Jones and Sons—see back page) and last
though.
The factory/mill complex near the sea is of all it became a smithy.
more correctly called Felin Tysilio and is But these weren’t the only mills in Menai
now a private house. Little remains of the Bridge. There was a tide mill roughly
mill but the track of the mill race and weir where the rugby pitch is (Llyn Felin); some
can still be seen. The factory/mill dates remains and fish weirs can still be seen near
back to 1812 when ‘Yeomen’ William Church Island. Before Mona Road and the
Roberts and Henry Morgan of Menai embankment leading to the
Bridge leased land from Lord Anglesey for Telford Bridge were built the sea came up
to about as far as the Library. The
wide inlet had a corn mill near its
entrance (Felin Fach, it is believed—
again 14th C). In more recent times
there was a mill in Dale Street, this
time powered by a steam engine, for
clothing production (latterly for M &
S). The factory closed in 1978 and was
where Llys Menai Flats are now.
In other words Porthaethwy was a
busy thriving community,
its mills
drawing people in to work or buy its
goods. If you include ferry traffic
Mill circa 1900 anon*
cattle and grain
exports
and
emigration, Porthaethwy was not a
their project; interesting that it wasn’t sleepy backwater. For centuries it was at the
the Church or local gentry. The descen- centre of a thriving, near industrial, style
dants of Henry Morgan still live in the
base. (See Page 3)
area.
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WEST ANGLESEY TIDAL
DEMONSTRATION ZONE
The West Anglesey Tidal Demonstration Zone, off
Holyhead has been identified by the Crown Estate as being
a suitable place to generate energy from marine currents.
The area benefits from having good National Grid connections and no overland cabling is envisaged. It is hoped that
eventually some 240 MW of electricity would be produced.
The Zone is managed by Menter Môn will benefit the
island community. Trial work could start in 2023 if the
necessary planning consents and infrastructure are in place.
Initial thoughts are that generation would be by turbines
located on floating barges out at sea; these would be
approximately 30 metres long and 9 metres high, one
third of the height of which would be visible.

RECENT PROGRAMME NOTES
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
25th April 2019

The AGM was well attended and following
the
acceptance of the Minutes of the Special AGM, the
Minutes of the last AGM, Annual Report and Accounts
were accepted.
Officers and Committee were reelected and details are given on the back page of this
Newsletter. A warm welcome was given
to new
members of the Committee and Hon.Vice Presidents –
Medwyn and Gwenda Williams. Interest in ‘planning
issues’ remains a concern for members. Full minutes of
Meetings are available on our website. Following the
business of the Meeting, Vanessa Field gave a lively and
informative talk about ‘Grace Vincent: a Victorian woman
from Anglesey’. Copies of the excellent publication, 'the
Vincent Family Diary, Gentry life in Victorian Bangor’, by
Dennis Wood and Vanessa Field were available.

What are the downsides of this ‘green’ energy? Just how
visually intrusive could they be? Are there any other
downsides? The short answer is nobody knows.
Tests are underway to see what effect, if any they could
have on marine life. Full details are available at
www.marineenergywales.co.uk/marine-energy-in-wales/
demonstration-zones/anglesey-demonstration-zone/
And http://www.morlaisenergy.com/
Decision making will be made by the Welsh Assembly
Government in early 2021.
Look out for local publicity about the scheme and make
your views known.
Liz Moyle

July 11th Thursday. Visited the Osprey site near
Croesor and saw Eldest chick nearly take off and fly. She
did in fact fledge two days later. You can watch the
moment she took flight at the video link below.
http://www.glaslynwildlife.co.uk/ The site with plenty of
well informed information is run by local volunteers and
donations. Tea is good too.
and then go onto Plas Brondanw, former home of
Clough Williams Ellis. near Porthmadog. Plas Brondanw
was given to Sir Clough Williams-Ellis by his father in
1902. The gardens at Plas Brondanw are the finest

SUMMER OUTINGS AND EVENTS

Thursday April 25th 7.30pm
June 6th Thursday Outing to Bodrhyddan Hall and
gardens, Bodrhyddan is a Grade I listed building with 8
acres of gardens and woodland walks. Stunning interiors. .
Interesting artefacts including an Egyptian mummy and
family dining table at which Benjamin Franklin was
entertained. Too much to take in on one visit, we’ll have
to go again! Absolutely poured down but luckily while we
were inside.

Members approaching Bodrhyddan

Welcome at Plas Bondanw (17C fireplace ).

example of Sir Clough’s talent for creative landscape
design. ‘Inspired by the gardens of Renaissance Italy,
strong architectural influences are evident within the Plas
gardens, stone walls, topiary and avenues of trees leading
the eye to the dramatic back drop of the mountains
beyond.’ Beautiful even when wet!
But the warm
welcome and fireplace at the Gallery was delightful.
The gallery, Oriel Brondanw, is run by the
Ymddiriedolaeth Susan Williams-Ellis Foundation. This is
not the same foundation that runs the Gardens and café. If
you wish to find out more information regarding the Oriel
please contact 01766 770590. The gallery and cultural
centre established in late 2016 at the Plas Brondanw
house. hosts exhibitions, residencies and workshops by
new and recognised artists as well as literary, music and
other
art
orientated
events.
See
www.plasbrondanw.com/oriel-brondanw/

Autumn/Hydref 2019

FUTURE EVENTS
Meetings are on TUESDAYS at 2.30pm during
November, December and January, February, and March.
The September and
October 2019and April 2019
meetings are at 7.30pm. The venue is the Community
Centre, Water Street. Menai Bridge. Please note the
change of day from Thursday to Tuesday because of
availability in the Community Centre.
If any member would like help with transport to get to
meetings please let Jane know . We will try and put you in
touch with someone who can give you a lift.
** Sept 14th SATURDAY, GARDEN PARTY AT
PLAS CADNANT 2.00 — 5.00 P.M.
Tickets £5 in advance or £7.50 on the day. Menai
Bridge Town Band, Migldi, Magldi Môn, Wildlife Sketches,
Threnody Choir, Gwynedd Woodturners and much more.
Tickets from Awen Menai, Menai Bridge Post Office or Plas
Cadnant. ALSO available on-line from Ticketsource at

www.ticketsource.co.uk/menai-bridge-anddistrict-civic-society
If members would like to help out during the afternoon
they would be very welcome, even if just for a short time it
would allow someone to have a break. Let Jane know if
you’re free (see phone numbers on page 4). Children are
welcome but must be accompanied by an adult. Please note
that some of the garden areas are not suitable for less able
visitors due to steep inclines and gravel paths.
These areas are definitely not suitable for wheelchairs or
mobility scooters.
Most activities are under cover.
Please note season tickets for Plas Cadnant are not valid for
this event.

Oriel Bondanw continued.

It may be obvious to state it but the gallery is a gallery,
not a stately home in the ‘National Trust’ sense. There
are no guided tours but if possible the staff will explain
the current exhibition on display. It changes regularly.
Mills, mills, mills continued from page 1.
When we prepare the Newsletter its inevitable that
some of the articles, photos and the research details get
left out;
there just
isn’t enough room.
However what we will
start to do is make a
list of resources and
place it on our
Website,
under the heading
‘Resources’! This will
be
organised
alphabetically by topic
and cross referenced
to what it was used
for initially.
(photo page 1, believed
Cadnant mill race and
to be from a postcard;
sluice gate remains.
do you know who
took it?)

Sept. 24th Tuesday at 7.30pm
Bangor Pier, Past
& Present and Future.?
Mr. Peter Brindley
Oct. 22nd Tuesday at 7.30pm
Prof. N. Abrams, UW Bangor

The Jews of Bangor.

Nov. 26th Tuesday at 2.30pm
about Fron-Goch,
Nr. Bala. - Whisky, War, Revolution and Betrayal.
(Frongoch internment camp, used to hold German prisoners
-of-war during First World War, and then Irish Republican
prisoners from the 1916 Rising.) Mr. Paul Dicken
Dec. 10th Tuesday at 2.30pm RSPB Conwy - How we
give nature a home Mr. Julian Hughes
Jan. 28th
Tuesday at 2.30pm ‘Tiny café - big
reputation! & more’. Mr. Terry Thomas & June Lavelle
Feb. 25th
Tuesday at 2.30pm ‘Carrots to
Cappuccinos’. Mr. Justin Williams, Managing Director
Fron Goch Garden Centre
March 13th Friday ANNUAL LUNCH
Venue to be arranged. Guest speakers,
Medwyn Williams MBE and Gwenda Williams
April 28th Tuesday at 7.30pm
C. Williams
May 12th
Meeting .

Tuesday

The Dark Island !

at 7.30pm

Annual General

Jane Cherrett

appropriate. We’ll start with the ‘Memories’ section
about Dr Helen Rowlands and the ‘Mills’. Have you got
anything you can add too the site?
menaibridgecivicsociety.org.uk
Did a family member work in any of the Mills or buy from
the shop? Is it true Menai Bridge mills sent red flannel
to Queen Victoria for her ‘unmentionables’?

The First 200 Years, Menai Suspension Bridge
- Bob Daimond
Congratulations to Bob
Daimond on writing the
eminently
well
researched,
well
illustrated history of the
first 200 years of the
Bridge, A real ‘tour de
force’, ready in time for
the
200th anniversary
celebrations, of laying the
first stone’, together with
the unveiling of a plaque
on Cei Bont by Menai
Heritage Trust on 10th
August 2019.

Mynedfa Ynys Môn
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T. Jones & Sons, Menai Bridge
COMMITTEE
Anthony Tavernor Esq.*
Llywydd/ President
Liz Moyle*
Cadeirydd/Chair
Golygydd Cylchlythyr/
Newsletter Editor
Maureen Parry-Williams *
Ysgrifennydd/Secretary
Jane Cherrett *
Ysgifennydd Cymdeithasol/
Social Secretary
Renata Hufton*
Trysorydd/Treasurer
Iola Prytherch*
Deputy Treasurer/
Trysorydd Cynorthwyol
Norman Kneale*
Photos/Ffotograffau
Bridget Geoghegan
Marian Hirst*
John Perkins

Last April, an observant and speedy Society member,
spotted a Tom Jones coach outside the Victoria Hotel
in Menai Bridge! If you’re not
aware Tom Jones’ Garage is
now the site of the Rownd a
Rownd film set. The Garage
was established in the 1920s; it
closed and items were finally
auctioned off in 1980. The coach
pictured
has been lovingly
restored by David Plant from
Sandbach, who was delighted to
show, family members Dilys,
David and Sophie round.
For the technically minded the
coach, EY9194 was registered
June 1949 model SD42/7. The body was second
hand by Strachan & Brown from a pre war vehicle. In
March ..1951, the bus was re-bodied with a Gurney
Nutting body. The engine was a Crossley 102bhp 8.598
litre type.
Tom Jones’ Garage, was at the centre of much
in Menai Bridge in the 1940’s to 60s, ranging
from holiday trips, household removals and
Photos: Norman Kneale, David Dixon
the ‘school buses’.

Hon. Vice Presidents:
Medwyn and Gwenda
Williams
*Directors of the Limited
Company

CONTACT LIST
Newsletter contributions Maureen Parry Williams
Tel. 01248 440668
Booking activities for events
and outings Jane Cherrett
Tel 01248 713440
County Councillors :
Alun Mummery, Meirion Jones,
Robin Williams
Town Council :
Canolfan Coed Cyrnol,
Menai Bridge
For all correspondence please
contact the Secretary,
Mrs Maureen Parry-Williams,

See our Website at
www.menaibridge
civicsociety.org.uk

Whitsun Touring Group 1948

PLANNING

Isle of Anglesey County Council have
changed and updated their method of
how you may view planning and building
applications. A very welcome improvement as you can now see more up to date
data. See the link: www.anglesey.gov.uk/
en/Residents/Planning-building-control-andconservation/Planning/View-planning-andbuilding-control-applications.aspx
From the date of acceptance of the application you have 21 days to make comments
or object. If something affects you personally or you believe it is harmful to the
environment or conservation area. Much
or Menai Bridge is within a Formal Conservation Area and/or SSSI and is subject to
additional planning requirements. You can
see the boundaries of these areas on Map
Môn in great detail together with the
location of the application, indeed with all
applications which can be rather overpowering. See link at /

NK - Garage 1960s

www.anglesey.gov.uk/en/MapMÔN.aspx
Following concern expressed by members the Society is seeking to confirm
whether buildings on Beach Road
(opposite the Pleasure Grounds/Woods)
are consistent with the plans submitted.
We understand that the Council is looking at the matter and we look forward to
receiving a response following their initial
acknowledgement of May 2019.
Prof. Anthony Carr 1938 —
30th April 2019. We are sad to note
the death of ‘Tony’ Carr who attended
the David Hughes Grammar School,
Beaumaris, went on to the University
College of North Wales, Bangor and
became Professor of Medieval Welsh History there. A down to earth and distinguished academic with an enthusiasm and
deep knowledge of medieval Wales that
he willingly shared. He will be missed.

